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Why the Latin
consumer is
important to
your business

Breaking away
from the big
gas chains

A new service
helps c-stores
reduce shrink

The best option?

We spy into the minds
of seven of the top
innovators in today’s
c-store industry
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Hangover Pills Create Sobering Sales

onvenicnee  store  operilors e
G always looking 10 grow sales in their
tohacee, bevernge. and foodservice
i about the smaller

categonies, Bul w
profit centers like g

erchimdise,
for example. Their have been ma
successiul launches in this catepory,
including enerzy pills and vi
have

el

mins,  thit rrown  in
comsumer popalanty and - profie
potentinl. The t such new
introduction is hangover preven-
tion pills, which can mhd a whole
new sabcategory and additional
profit marging 1o your general
merchand category while
appealing to a younger acdience,
Collepe students are u huge demo-
graphie 1o “tap into” due to the fact that
they drink more heavily that do older
addults, Studies conducted by one hang-
over prevention manufacturer show that
29% of college students interviewed had
missed class wl least once the week
before because of o hingover, Acconding
to the same study, women participants
who said they would enjoy

a glass of
elt they couldn’t because
ve them a hangover the
e same goes for the

wine m dinner
cven onc

next o

i working  population.
Hangovers are said o cause over S148
billion i lost revenue (0 corporite
America because of shsenteeism or poor
performance in the workplace.

Whether it is a small headache caused
by a few glasses of wine of a major hang-
over from drinking 1o much, the fact is
that many consumers over e beaal drinking
age would benefit from a hangover remedy
thit could prevent the way they feel after a
fiew drinks. But feeling bad k't nearly os
senous an ssoe as one’s ability to think
effectively

moming after. A newly
released study commissioned by the Royal
Auto Club in the UK. indicates thit drivers
o ot believe “mworming after driving” is as
d

gerous s dri

ng after “same-diy

drinking,” even though their cognitive
functions ane still partially inpaired. The
study  has Inunched o new it
throughout the United Kingdom wrging the
lung-over tot to get into their

cars, According o research from Sweden's
MNational Road and Traffic Institute, o
driver's reaction time is slowed by 206
when hungover—even up o eight hours
alter the last drink is taken,

The iden that driving with a hangover is a
changerous practice is not & new concepl
The University of Flonda's Dr. Patrick 1
Bird mishe i public warning about morning-
after driving mone than a decade ago. “(The)
decrense in driving ability occurs even
when blood aleohol concentmtions have
returnied o zero,” wamed Dy, Bind. "And,
although about half of the people who drnk
¥ ot et ang - non-suff
are just as likely to show reduced driving

s folks who feel awful”
The inmgredients in some hangover
prevention pills are proven, not only o

the phy: elfects of a hangover,
headoche and dry mouth—they are
also designed 10 improve cognitive func-
veral

tion the moming afier drinking:
manufscturers have tapped into this idea
and mow realize the profit potential for
convenience stores due 10 sdccess in
ather retail outlets, Hangover Prevention

proven in o elinical
study 1o aid in preventing symploms from
abeohol hungovers.

study,
performed by the
distinguished med-
ical research team
that published a
comprehensive
repon, presented in
the Annals af Inacrmal
Medicine in July
2000, was performed
ameng 55 gradune
medical stodems at
n the

Tulane Universi
study, conducted at college bar-
becue parties on campus at Tulane, the
patented exiract, Tex-0OE, derived by o
special process from the skin of the fruit
of the Prickly Pear cactus, was found to
be the firt prodoct ever deemed 1w be

! LI ing
hangover symptoms when taken before
ingesting aleohol, In addition the study
found Tex-OE to provide improved
cognitive function the moming following
drinking, Other companies include First
RU-21, and Chaser, all feading
focturers that offer different hang-
over prevention formulas.

Liguor stores have seen huge populanty
when stocking hangover prevention
pills, and convenience stores are the
next best fit. C-store operators can benefit
from adding hangover prevention pills
to their general merchandise offering,

especially when grouped with other
popular healtheare products like vitamins
¢ pills. These products alse
make perfect point-of-sale candidates,
as consumers who don't spot them on
shelves would be
purchase them at the register. While

and ene

yor inclined to

odher categonics are dwindling. it s key
o look to alternative profit centers for
additional margins. Adding hangover
prevention pills to the mix may be just
what you need to add sobering sales to
this growing category, e
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